
ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL
CLERK OF THE COUNCIL The Old Rectory,
Philip Ayers Litlington,

POLEGATE,
Tel/fax: 01323 870212 East Sussex,
E-mail: candpayers@mistral.co.uk BN26 5RB.

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Monday 16th June 2003

in the United Reformed Church Hall, Alfriston, commencing at 7.15pm.

Present: Cllr G. Knights
Cllr Mrs S. Charlton
Cllr J. Kegg
Cllr A. Lloyd
Cllr Ms D. Monteath-Wilson
Cllr A. Robson

In attendance: P. Ayers Clerk
County Councillor S. Shing
17 parishioners

Public Questions
1. The outline planning application at The White House was raised, with concern being

expressed about the height and density of the proposals, problems with access for contractors
vehicles, the effect on trees on the site, and whether affordable houses would be more
appropriate.

2. A further Sloe Lane sign outside ‘Timbers’ would be useful for the emergency services.
3. One of the 30mph signs on entering the village from the south end was much smaller than the

other.
4. The new signage for the South Downs Way at Kings Ride and River Lane was in hand.
5. Wealden DC should be thanked for the cleansing efforts in advance of the Princess Royal’s

visit.
6. Rubbish had been left piled by the entrance to the Recreation Ground on Sunday.  It was

suggested that the Cricket Club was responsible.
7. What was the schedule for street cleansing for the whole village.
8. What is the current rule regarding the lighting of bonfires (an answer would be placed in the

Parish Magazine).
9. The trees in Sloe Lane, which were on private property, had been cut back.
10. A sign for the Wealden Walk needed to be placed at the wide end of Sloe Lane.
11. An alder bush was overhanging the footpath in North Road near the School, and needed

cutting back.

17.0 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Cllr Banham (on holiday).  Councillors accepted his
reason for absence.

18.0 MINUTES.
18.1 Minutes of the meeting held on 19th May 2003 had been published and circulated

previously.  They were taken as read, approved as a true record, and signed by the
Chairman.

19.0REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR
19.1 Cllr Shing informed the meeting of an initiative by the County Council to reduce the

amount of refuse produced by each household.  The Rethink Rubbish Bus would visit
many locations throughout the County over the coming months to encourage more

7



recycling.  This would be re-inforced by the provision, by the District Council, of more
recycling banks in villages.

The meeting was suspended to allow for a short presentation about proposed carriage
rides in the village.
The Chairman introduced Mr Ian Wilson, a local farmer.
Mr Wilson outlined his proposal to operate a horse and carriage service along the Old Coach
Road in future years.  He planned to use shire horses and had already tested the route.  This had
shown that un-repaired sections of the Old Coach Road were not yet suitable for the service, and
he proposed to operate this summer around Alfriston, giving half hour rides, linking with the
Cuckmere Community Bus services.  The service, which would not operate every day, should
commence in around four weeks time and run for perhaps three months on a trial basis.  It had the
support of East Sussex County Council, including the Lead Member for Transport and
Environment, as well as Michael Ann, Chairman of the Tourism without Traffic project.  Private
Hire trips would also be available on any stretch of the Old Coach Road between Alfriston and
Firle, positioning the carriage in readiness the previous day if necessary.
It was hoped that pick-up points could be agreed in the car parks.  There would be no droppings
on the road, ‘bum bags’ being fitted to the horses.

Cllr Knights thanked Mr Wilson and Mr Ann for their presentation.

The meeting then re-commenced.

20.0ALLOTMENTS
20.1Lettings
In Cllr Banham’s absence, the Clerk reported that lettings were going well, with only a couple
of free plots remaining.
20.2Allotments competition
Mr Archie Skinner, the judge, had commenced his work, and would be undertaking a further
inspection shortly.
20.3Tree lopping
The work near plot 4A had been done.

21.0CAR and COACH PARKS
21.1Contracts of Employment
Cllr Lloyd reported that in the absence of any other document, the Clerk had drafted new
Contracts for both employees.  Details were in the process of being checked out, and once
all were satisfied, they would be issued to the Attendants.
21.2Holidays and holiday pay
It was understood that there were legal minimum periods, even for part-time employees, and
the Human Resources Dept at Wealden would be consulted for advice.
21.3Obstruction of Willows Car Park
Cllr Mrs Charlton expressed concern that a charity had taken over a number of spaces in the
Willows Car Park when the Flower festival was on, increasing the number of people trying to
park.  This take-over had not been advised in advance, or received permission, and the
Clerk would check with Wealden before taking the matter up with the charity concerned.

21.4Replacement bench
A replacement bench had been moved into the Dene Car Park.

22.0FINANCE
22.1Annual Accounts

The Clerk had agreed a rate of £25 per hour for the Internal Audit work, this being the same
as that advertised commercially for Local Council audit work.  He reported that the accounts
were with the Internal Auditor for examination, and he hoped to have them back shortly.  The
Clerk had commenced the audit cycle by the posting of notices advertising the accounts to
be open for inspection for four weeks from 30th June, completing the period before the date
of 4th August, which had been set for the audit in Southampton.  The accounts would need
Council approval in July, when members would also have to complete the various
assurances now necessary.  The Chairman asked for an early meeting with the Clerk to
review the situation, once the Internal Auditor had concluded his work.
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22.2Invoices for payment – June
The Clerk presented invoices for payment.

ALFRISTON PARISH COUNCIL     £
Clerk: admin and travel   27.00
wages 280.09
Inland Revenue 100.72
British Telecom   66.57
Shaw & Sons Ltd – Minute Book paper   33.55
TOTAL 507.93

CUCKMERE VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL
P. Ayers – wages 101.86
Inland Revenue   36.63

138.49

WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCIL
P. Ayers – wages   91.94
D. Crouch – wages 267.22
W. Newman – wages 270.00
Inland Revenue   67.92
TOTAL 697.08

These were approved and signed by the Chairman and Vice Chairman.
A further purchase was sought later, and is covered under Minute 29.4.
Attention was drawn to the possible purchase of a further guide for councillors, but it was
agreed to review this in July, once members had taken the opportunity to read the ‘Good
Councillor’s Guide’, recently obtained by the Clerk.  As this guide had been obtained free of
charge, the cheque for £11.99, approved on 19th May had been cancelled.

22.3Statement of Finances
Councillors examined the statement of finance provided by the Clerk.

        £
Precept deposit account   7,958.22
Current account   1,715.89
Savings account   6,658.68
No. 2 account      524.27
Car Park Account   6,381.86
Mine Account      784.70
TOTAL 24,023.62

He had asked the opinion of the Internal Auditor about the need to maintain six different
accounts in the Parish Council’s name, feeling that this complicated matters unnecessarily.
Once the view of the Internal Auditor was to hand, the Clerk would bring forward any
recommendation necessary.

22.4Sage Payroll system
The Clerk had just received an annual renewal invitation from Sage in the sum of £435 plus
VAT.  He recommended the system was not renewed.  He had put an alternative programme
together to produce payroll for the three employees affected, inputting data from the Inland
Revenue PAYE and National Insurance advice system.  He would arrange for this to be
audited by Mr Butten in due course.  On that basis, it was proposed by Cllr Knights,
seconded by Cllr Mrs Charlton that the Sage system was not renewed, being far too
expensive for the needs of the Council.  This was agreed unanimously.

23.0FLOOD FORUM
Cllr Robson confirmed that the next meeting was due to be held on 28th July, and he would
liaise with Mrs C. Adcock to ensure that all forum members received a suitable welcome as
Alfriston was hosting the meeting in the War Memorial Hall.

24.0HIGHWAYS and TWITTENS
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24.1Liaison meeting with East Sussex County Council
The Transport and Environment Department had now offered a meeting on 10th or 11th July.
The latter was selected, and the Clerk would make the necessary arrangements and Hall
booking.

24.2Double Yellow Lines
The views expressed by local people and traders would be raised at the meeting with East
Sussex, together with the lack of response to the Clerk’s request for compensation.

24.3Vegetation in Sloe Lane
It was understood that the offending vegetation had been removed.

24.4Clearance of Twittens
Cllr Mrs Charlton confirmed that, whilst the Parish Maintenance Team could undertake
clearance of the Twittens, they would not be able to undertake weed-killing work due to
Health and Safety legislation.

24.5Repainting street furniture
Cllr Charlton had arranged for the bollards in the High Street to be repainted prior to the
Royal Visit, and sought approval for the repainting of the three sets of railings above the high
footpath in North Street, and the gas lamp in the Square.  She would approach East Sussex
CC to undertake the work at their expense, although she sought permission for the
repainting of the gas lamp, which was the Parish Council’s responsibility.  The work would
assist with the proposed entry in the Village of the Year competition.  The move was
proposed by Cllr Mrs Charlton, seconded by Cllr Robson and agreed unanimously.

24.6Closure of Winton Street
Cllr Mrs Charlton advised that a new mains drain was to be fitted along Winton Street
necessitating its closure for one month from 29th September.  She had received an
assurance that, in the event of the C39 flooding, the work would be suspended to allow
traffic to use Winton Street.

24.7Overhanging trees
Polite contact would be made with the Executors of the owner of Farthings, seeking
assistance in cutting back overhanging trees from the property.

24.8Grass cutting contract
It was agreed to request Mr Pocock, the contractor to include the strip of grass near The Old
Rectory, West Street into his contract, if necessary at a supplementary price.

25.0PARISH CLERK
25.1Contract of Employment, terms and conditions

Copies of both documents had been distributed to all Councillors for consideration, and no
comments had been received.  The Chairman proposed that they be adopted and that the
three-month probationary period be waived, as it had been served already.  This was
seconded by Cllr Lloyd and agreed unanimously.  The Clerk would draw up the paperwork
for formal signing.

25.2Meeting with Cuckmere Valley Chairman
Cllr Knights reported that he had met Cllr Mann, the Chairman of Cuckmere Valley Parish
Council, with the Clerk, who dealt with both Parishes, to agree on the sharing of costs
incurred with consumable goods, such as paper, envelopes, office and computer equipment
and supplies.  They had agreed on a trial split of 75% to Alfriston, 25% to Cuckmere Valley
for an initial 12 months, with a review and comparison to previous expenditure by each
Parish Council.  It was hoped that, by pooling resources, there might be a saving for both
authorities.  The Chairmen had also agreed, subject to ratification by both Parish Councils,
that the Clerk be authorised to purchase a new computer for the sole use of the Parish
Councils at a price not exceeding £750.  This would be for a computer, screen and
keyboard.  The Clerk would provide an inkjet printer to work alongside the second-hand
Alfriston photocopier.  It was anticipated that this would require renewal in two years time,
when colour laser printer prices should have reduced considerably.  The Chairman proposed
the purchase of new computer equipment at a price not exceeding £750 (between the two
Parishes), and Cllr Monteath-Wilson seconded this.  All agreed.

25.3Liaison Councillor to the Wealden Local Strategic Partnership
Cllr Knights would act as Liaison Councillor.

25.4Electoral Roll
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Cllr Robson would hold a copy of the Electoral Roll, to ensure that a definitive copy was held
in the village.  He would sign any necessary paperwork from Wealden District Council.

25.5Parish Emergency Groups
The Chairman would liaise with the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator about the nomination
of a Parish Emergency Co-ordinator.
25.6 Councillors’ Address List
The Clerk had been advised of amendments needed to the list issued at the beginning of
June.  He asked for, and was given further amendments, which would be incorporated in a
new list.

26.0 PLANNING
26.1 Matters for consideration by the following Planning Committee
 WD/03/0710/O The White House, West Street Outline application for 3 no.

new four bedroom detached houses using existing entrances.
 WD/03/1096/FA 2, Deans Road Proposed window for garage.
26.2 Decisions notified
 WD/03/0900/F 4, Deans Road Construction of summerhouse in rear garden.

Granted.
26.3 Update on previous applications
The Council had commented on the Airwave network aerial as follows:
Although this application does not lie within Alfriston Parish, it is likely to be visible from the
village, and concern has been expressed.  Alfriston Parish Council would not wish to see
any structure that is obviously above an acceptable level.  The base station needs to be
adequately screened so as not to spoil this area of outstanding beauty.
The Council appreciate the efforts, which Wealden District Council are making to discuss
these issues with the applicants, and looks forward to hearing the outcome of your
negotiations in due course.
Cllr Robson attended a site visit by Wealden DC to Little Stow, The Furlongs to consider the
merits of application WD/03/0484/F for a two-storey side and rear extension.  The outcome
is awaited.

27.0 RECREATION GROUND
27.1 New roundabout
Installation was overdue, and the Clerk would make enquiries in Cllr Banham’s absence.
27.2Possible relocation of Dog Bin
The Clerk had been advised that the existing dog bins could be moved to alternative location
free of charge, as long as this was not more than 25 metres from a public road.  The
proposed location was at the junction of The Furlongs with the road to the Surgery.  It was
further understood that a second bin could be installed without incurring additional emptying
charges.  This would be confirmed prior to requesting a second bin in a position on the
Recreation Ground near the junction of North Road and The Broadway.  Cllr Knights
proposed approval of such a scheme, seconded by Cllr Monteath-Wilson.  All agreed.

28.0 RIGHTS OF WAY & COUNTRYSIDE
28.1 Signage for South Downs Way
The new signage was not yet in place, and the Clerk would pursue the matter with the
Conservation Board.
28.2River Lane flooding
Cllr Monteath-Wilson had been advised that the Environment Agency thought that the
problem was due to low-lying land, and they hoped to install a new drainage system over
next winter.  A tidal flap was also to be installed between the Church and the Clergy House.
28.3Overgrown bridleways
Cllr Monteath-Wilson had asked for the bridleways between White Lodge and Winton Street
and between The White House and Winton Field Cottages to be cleared.  The Conservation
Board had undertaken to do the work shortly, and to keep the sites under review by their
Parish Footpath Warden.

28.4Country Code
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The Countryside Agency was consulting on possible revisions to the Country Code, and Cllr
Monteath-Wilson was completing a questionnaire on behalf of the Parish.
28.5 ACE Events
There had been some complaints that the recent weekend of events, arranged by an
organisation known as ACE Events, had entailed a competitive element, which was against
the law.  The events had taken involved walking, running, cycling and possibly other
individual events both in the daytime and over night, participants staying locally.  Cllr
Monteath-Wilson had not received any complaints from parishioners.

29.0 THE TYE
29.1 Tye Road parking
Cllr Kegg was concerned at parking blocking the entrance to the Clergy House drive.  He
proposed the preparation of a notice that could be placed on offending windscreen, and
would liaise with the Clerk in their production.
29.2New barrier near the Mine
Cllr Kegg had commenced research into possible new barriers, giving vehicular access to
the Tye, which could be controlled by PIN numbers.  Barriers that retracted below ground
level were possible, but further research was necessary to ensure that they could be re-
erected by less able people, since, otherwise, they would not be put back in place, thus
defeating their objective.
29.3Telephone lines
The new phone lines to the Church had been installed, and the new manhole covers had
been constructed in accordance with the Parish’s requirements.
29.4Book on the law of Common Land
Cllr Kegg had discovered a book covering the law on Common Land, and recommended that
the Council purchased a copy at a cost of £25 from the Open Spaces Society.  This was
proposed by Cllr Monteath-Wilson, seconded by Cllr Knights.  All agreed.

30.0 TOURISM
30.1 Improvements to C39 at Frog Firle
Cllr Knights reported that plans for improvements at Frog Firle were due to be presented to
the Alfriston Group of the Tourism without Traffic Steering Group, and would then be put on
public display on 16th July, at a venue to be advised.  East Sussex County Council would be
responsible for promoting the event.
30.2Village of the Year competition
Cllr Mrs Charlton had reviewed the last entry made, and had already arranged some tidying
up work in connection with the proposed entry.  She would liaise with the Clerk in the
preparation of the entry by the July 18th deadline.

31.0 TREE WARDEN
31.1 Weavers Lane
The Tree Warden’s advice would be sought in connection with trees on the south side of
Weavers Lane, which were now blocking out light.

32.0 CORRESPONDENCE.
32.1John Rackham had returned the ticket for Christine Swan’s retirement lunch again, and

it was agreed that the Chairman would represent the Parish.
32.2The Mythago dance troupe had advised that their dancing on the Tye would commence

at 3.00pm on Saturday 21st June.
32.3The Wingrove had responded to the Parish letter concerning late evening noise,

detailing their policy for dealing with the problem.  They had also tidied up the
refrigerators in their car park, whose continued use was necessary in the height of the
summer season.

32.4Mrs Williams had sought permission to erect signs advertising her Open Garden in aid
of the Arthritis Research Campaign on a fine Sunday to be determined.  This was
agreed.

33.0 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
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Monday 21st July 2003 at 7.30pm in the War Memorial Hall, Alfriston, preceded by Public
Questions from 7.15pm.

Public Questions
1. The question of the width and colour of yellow lines was raised again, and was to be discussed

at the Highways meeting.
2. Recent verge cutting was not thought to have been to the contractor’s usual standard, and

seemed to have been only to the width of a single mower cut.
3. Potholes on the Tye Road and outside the Wingrove would be raised at the Highways meeting

in July.
4. Cars were still parking on the grass verge at the junction of West Street and North Road.  Cllr

Charlton would pursue the matter.
5. The road surface in parts of Seaford Road had been badly eroded by outwash from tracks on

the west side, and repairs were needed.  The matter would be raised at the Highways meeting
in July.

6. Questions were raised over the extent of caravan and campsite parking permitted at Pleasant
Rise.  Cllr Robson would clarify the extent of permission, as well as the legality of signs
erected for Alfriston Camp Site.  It was understood that if these were illegal, the District
Council would remove them.

7. There was a complaint about the noise and danger created recently by youngsters
skateboarding late at night in West Street and the Dene Car Park.  It was thought that the
identities of those involved were known, and informal approaches would be made initially.  If
the problem persisted, the Environmental Health Department at Wealden District Council had
powers to abate a nuisance at any time.

Signed: (Chairman)

Date: 19th July 2003.
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